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CONGRATULATING LTC MICHAEL
E. HOGAN ON HIS RETIREMENT

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, | would
like to congratulate one of Oklahoma’s
finest soldiers, LTC Michael E. Hogan,
who is retiring after a distinguished ca-
reer of over 20 years of exceptionally
meritorious conduct in the United
States Army. Lieutenant Colonel
Hogan was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant, Field Artillery, after grad-
uating from the United States Military
Academy. His first assignment was as a
Fire Support Team Chief, HHB, 2d Bat-
talion, 6th Infantry Division, Fort Ord,
CA. Demonstrating keen expertise and
artillery skills, he moved through var-
ious positions in the unit, including
Firing Battery Fire Direction Officer,
Executive Officer, and Battalion Fire
Direction Officer. After developing and
mastering the required skills as an Ar-
tilleryman through an assignment in
Camp Casey, Korea, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Hogan was moved to Fort Sill, OK,
where he assumed a role on the faculty
of the Field Artillery School.

In 1989, Lieutenant Colonel Hogan
served as the Battery Commander for
Bravo Battery, 2d Battalion, with
105mm Howitzers, for almost 2 years.
Because of his expertise in artillery
systems, he was moved to a position as
a test officer with the U.S. Army Oper-
ational Test and Evaluation Center.
After further refining his skills in ar-
tillery systems while performing as a
test team chief, Lieutenant Colonel
Hogan was moved to a position as an
executive officer with the 6th FA Bat-
talion, Fort Sill, OK. In 1997, while in
the position on the Corps Artillery
Staff, Lieutenant Colonel Hogan was
deployed to Haiti where he served 6
months as the Joint Task Force Chief
of Staff. Upon his return to Fort Sill,
he was installed as the executive offi-
cer for the 212th Field Artillery Bri-
gade. After serving in this position for
approximately 1 year, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Hogan was sent to the Pentagon as
a representative of the regimental staff
of the Field Artillery Center, with duty
in the Office of the Chief of Legislative
Liaison.

Lieutenant Colonel Hogan directly
applied special talents and expertise as
a Hardware Congressional Liaison Offi-
cer in the Office of the Secretary of the
Army, Legislative Liaison Programs
Division from March 2000 through Feb-
ruary 2004. Lieutenant Colonel Hogan
maintained a constant liaison with
professional staff members of the Sen-
ate and House Armed Services Com-
mittees on critical issues relating to
army procurement programs such as
the Crusader Field Artillery System,
Stryker, and the Army’s top priority,
the Future Combat System.

Throughout these assignments, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Hogan has provided out-
standing leadership, advice, and sound
professional judgment on significant
issues that affected both the Army and
Congress. His actions and counsel were
invaluable to Army leaders and Mem-
bers of Congress as they considered the
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impact of important issues. Lieutenant
Colonel Hogan’s dedication to accom-
plishing the Army’s legislative liaison
mission has been extraordinary. He is
truly an outstanding officer who dis-
plays superb professional leadership
skills and is totally dedicated to mis-
sion accomplishment in the highest
traditions of military service. I am
proud to call him a constituent, and
wish him well in his future endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO COMMANDER WILLIE
McCOOL

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, | rise to
pay my respects to my fellow veterans.
It is only through the leadership, dedi-
cation, and sacrifice of our men and
women in uniform that we are able to
enjoy the freedoms that we value so
much as Americans. We cheer our vet-
erans at homecomings and parades, and
we grieve for them when they do not
come home. At critical times in U.S.
history, as we are facing now, we un-
fortunately find ourselves grieving
more for our military service members,
than celebrating and honoring their
service. Veterans Day gives us a chance
to honor and thank all of these heroes.

On this Veterans Day, | would like to
share the story of one such hero who
touched many American lives—Com-
mander Willie McCool. Commander
McCool was killed earlier this year as
he was piloting the Columbia Space
Shuttle towards home. Recently, Com-
mander McCool’s family, Naval Acad-
emy classmates, and former cross-
country and track teammates partici-
pated in a ceremony at the location
where a memorial will be placed in his
honor. The essence of what that memo-
rial will stand for was captured per-
fectly in a recent Washington Post ar-
ticle by William Gildea, dated October
30, 2003.

On October 2, 1982, as captain of the
Naval Academy’s men’s cross country
squad, McCool led the midshipmen to a
victory over Georgetown and Syracuse
Universities, while setting a personal
record for the 5-mile race of 24:27. On
February 1, 2003, Commander McCool
and the members of his crew perished
when Columbia came apart over Texas,
only 15 minutes from landing.

The location of the planned memo-
rial for Commander McCool will be 15
minutes from the finish line on the day
he set his best time. The spot was cho-
sen to commemorate Commander
McCool’s life and acknowledge his con-
tributions to the country, the Navy,
and the Naval Academy’s cross-country
program, as well as to recognize the
positive impact that being a Navy run-
ner had on his life.

Before inviting his cross-country
coach Al Cantello to the Space Shuttle
Columbia launch, Commander McCool
sent a portrait of himself to Cantello
with the following inscription: ‘“Your
coaching laid a foundation of dis-
cipline, drive and passion that has car-
ried me across the many milestones of
my life. With boundless appreciation,
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Willie.”” From that foundation, Com-
mander McCool developed into a top-
notch Naval Officer and served our
country in an exemplary manner. On
this Veterans Day, | humbly thank
Commander McCool, and his family,
for his selfless service and sacrifice for
our country.

At this time, | ask unanimous con-
sent that the October 30, 2003, Wash-
ington Post article regarding Com-
mander Willie McCool be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Washington Post, Nov. 2, 2003]
THE PERFECT PLACE TO HONOR A HERO
(By William Gildea)

Sports doesn’t have enough heroes, but
Willie McCool is a hero. The captain of the
1982 cross-country team at the Naval Acad-
emy, he was known for smiling in the midst
of a grueling race as the effort showed on the
faces of the other runners. No matter the dif-
ficult, he always was happy. That really was
how he showed the way in whatever he did.
As his coach, Al Cantello, said yesterday
morning, ‘“Everyone should meet a Willie
McCool in his lifetime.”

Cantello was driving out to the Academy
cross-country course to join relatives,
former teammates and other friends of
McCool. They gathered on the crest of the
hill at 8 a.m. to honor the man they loved.
McCool said from space on Jan. 30: ‘“From
our orbital vantage point, we observe an
earth without borders, full of peace, beauty
and magnificence. And we pray that human-
ity as a whole can imagine a borderless
world as we see it and strive to live as one in
peace.”’

He was the pilot of the space shuttle Co-
lumbia, which broke up as it reentered the
earth’s atmosphere Feb. 1.

“Isn’t this a great cross-country morning—
crisp, perfect for running?”’” Mark Patterson,
the 1983 team captain, said in welcoming the
people who assembled quietly on the hill.
There, they plan to have a memorial built in
McCool’s honor. It will not be something
grandiose, they said, because that would not
be representative of such a modest person as
McCool; it would be simple, but it would be
big enough for passing runners to notice,
maybe to be inspired by, something to
prompt a thought.

The son of a Navy aviator, William C.
McCool finished second of 1,083 in the class of
1983. He went on for two master’s degrees,
one from Maryland. During that time, he
often returned to the rolling course where he
had worked out twice a day during cross-
country and track seasons. McCool was one
of many who thought of that five-mile route
as a special place. And he was one of those
who remained grateful to the man who put
him on the course where he developed some
of his leadership skills. Before inviting his
coach to the Columbia launch, McCool sent a
portrait of himself to Cantello with the in-
scription: ‘““Your coaching laid a foundation
of discipline, drive and passion that has car-
ried me across the many milestones of my
life. With boundless appreciation, Willie.”

For the most part, the five-mile course fol-
lows the perimeter of the Academy’s golf
course, across the Severn from the campus.
Jimmy Carter ran it as a midshipman. So
have numerous Olympians, tens of thousands
of college runners, countless others. But
after Saturday, when McCool’s widow, Lani,
and his mother, Audrey, were presented flow-
ers at the simple ceremony, the course
seemed even more special. It felt like hal-
lowed ground.
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